BOARD OF GOVERNORS
July 1983-June 1994

Chairman of the Board
CYRIL M. HARRIS
Batcheior Professor Emeritus
of Electrical Engineenng &
Protfessor Ementus of Architecture
Columbia Uriversity

President
JOSHUA LEDERBERG
University Professor
The Rockefeiler University

President-Elect
HENRY M. GREENBERG
Associate Professor of Clinical
Medicine Columbia University
College of Physicians & Surgeons

Secretary- Treasurer
HENRY A, LICHSTEIN
Vice President, Citibank, N.A.

Vice Presidents
EDWARD COHEN
Chairman & CEQ
Ammann & Whitney, Inc

MARTIN L. LEIBOWITZ
Managing Director
Salomon Brothers Inc.

JERROLD WILLIAM MABEN
Coorainator of Science
Danbury Public Schools

Governors-at-Large
BARRY R. BLOOM
Protessor of Cell Biology
Ajbert Einstein College of Medicine

RONALD BRESLOW
Samuel Latham Mitchilt
Professor of Chemistry

Coiumbia University

SUSANNA CUNNINGHAM-RUNDLES
Depanment of Pediatncs
Corneit University Medical College

MARTHA R. MATTEQ
Research & Development Administration
Boehringer ingeiheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

DORCTHY NELKIN
Professor of Sociology
New York University

RICHARD A. RIFKIND
Chairman
Sioan-Kettering institute

DAVID E. SHAW
Managing General Partner
D.E. Shaw & Co.

WILLIAM C. STEERE, JR.
Chairman ot the Board & CEO
Phzer inc

SHMUEL WINOGRAD
Director, Mathematical Sciences Deparntment
TJ watson Research Center

Past Chairman

CHARLES A. SANDERS
Chairman & CEQ, Glaxo Inc.

Honorary Life Governor
WILLIAM T. GOLDEN
Chairman
Amencan Museum of Natural History

Chief Executive Officer
RODNEY W. NICHOLS

General Counsel

HELENE L. KAPLAN
Skadden, Arps, Siate, Meagher & Flom

THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

December 6, 1993

Mr. Howell Raines
Editorial Page Editor
New York Times

Dear Mr. Raines,

Michael Gordon’s December 1 article referred briefly to the arrest of
Russian scientists who maintain that Russia developed a new class of
deadly nerve gasses.

I would like to call to your attention the central importance of the case
of one of these scientists, Dr. Vil Mirzayanov, a chemist and a whistle-
blower who was arrested in October of 1992 for allegedly revealing
state secrets. At that time, no Russian law existed which had any legal
bearing on his case. There was no basis for his prosecution: a secret
decree was passed by the Council of Ministers on March 30, 1993,
which classified all previous work on chemical and biological weapons
a state secret. This decree is being used to prosecute the case
retroactively, and the case was assigned to the Russian Supreme Court
on Nov. 25th.

Since it is doubtful that Mirzayanov revealed any state secrets by
merely mentioning this program and, furthermore, that unpublished
legal norms have no legal standing, it is highly advisable that the case
be promptly dismissed by either the General Procurator’s office or by
the judge assigned to the case by the Supreme Court.

Otherwise, we must conclude that Mirzayanov was telling the truth and
a whole new class of deadly binary chemical weapons was created and
that the Russian government is reverting to the old Soviet-style practice
of persecuting dissident scientists.

Best regards,

r. Joshua Lede%

President, New York Academy of Sciences;
University Professor, the Rockefeller University
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